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Milestones. Accomplishments. 

Going forward. 

Tina Gibson, GHCFRW 

President  

Dear GHC Family, 

Happy 60th Anniversary! 

Wow! 2022 is a great year to celebrate 

accomplishments of our Republican 

Women in the Greater Houston area. 

What a busy spring GHC has had. 

The GHC Board is so honored to play 

a part in growing, training and support-
ing your club members as we blaze 
through this election season. 

Thank you to members who attended the Nuts ‘N Bolts work-

shop in March.  We hope you went home with great information 

to share with your club. We’re adding programs from presenters 

to the GHC website, so keep checking it for new materials. Sev-

eral cubs have asked our presenters if they will come speak to 

their clubs. I know they will! 

Thank you to the clubs that attended the Diamond at the Dia-

mond luncheon at Minute Maid Park with speaker Kellyanne 
Conway. What a wonderful day! We will be posting photos of 
the day on the GHC website as they become available. 

Be sure to attend our next GHC general meeting on Tuesday 
May 10, 9:30-noon at Mendenhall Center. We will be remem-

bering Memorial Day and honoring our armed forces who died 
defending our freedoms with a moving ceremony and history led 
by veteran Dr. Milinda Morris. We will also celebrate GHC 60th 

Anniversary with historical memorabilia for viewing.  

 Continued Next Page 



President’s Message, cont’d. 

Congratulations to our 31 GHC member clubs!  Please see their contact information in this newsletter. If 

your club has not yet turned in your contact information of your club President and Delegate, please send 

that information to VP Membership Amy Byers at ajbyers1348@aol.com . 

There is a lot to celebrate this year. We honor your club’s success in getting new members involved and 

working to elect our Republicans and GHC is proud to work alongside your clubs in this 60th Anniversary 

year. Our shared goal is to make our 60th anniversary not just a legitimate celebratory milestone, but also a 

year of extraordinary accomplishment.  

Tina Gibson 

President, GHCFRW 

 

Armed Forces Honored at GHCFRW  

May 10 General Meeting 

Called one of the “most moving” programs the 

GHCFRW has ever hosted, the Memorial Day 

ceremony led by veteran Dr. Milinda Morris will 

occur at our next general meeting Tuesday, May 

10, 9:30-Noon at Mendenhall Center. Please 

plan to attend. 

 

Pictures, story ideas, comments, criticisms to Fleury Sommers,  

fsommers@sommersassoc.com 

GCHFRW Website: https://www.ghcfrwpac.org/ 

mailto:ajbyers1348@aol.com


Diamond Celebration a “HUUUGEE” Success 

Continued next page 



Diamond Anniversary 

From the GHCFRW Luncheon Program 



 Our History. Our Ancestors. 

Our Heritage. 

The emergence of the Republican Party as the domi-
nant political party in Texas took over a hundred 

years of work, a changed political environment, and 
a re-educated voting base. It was the result of a long, 
hard slog over decades that closely involved the 

GHCFRW and its predecessor organizations. That 
history, and the vision that helped change entrenched 
Texan voting patterns, provide valuable lessons for 

framing today’s political climate and for going for-
ward. 

Brief Background 

Dr. Tim Westley, Historian of the Republican Party 
of Texas, says that from the start, this “agrarian-
based biracial nucleus intentionally reached out 
through the Freedmen’s Bureau and other organiza-
tions to the newly freed and newly enfranchised 
freedmen to ensure they were registered to vote.”  
In 155 years, technologies have changed but the goal
--to register voters--has not.  
 
That early Texas Republican effort to register voters 
is a direct ancestor to current TFRW and GHCFRW 
programs, including this year’s Texas Republican 
Voter Engagement Project (TRVEP) which is at-
tempting to register 100,000 new Republican voters.  
 

The Foundation 
 
Between 1867 and the middle of the 20th century  

Just as many people are 
surprised to learn that 
the Republican Party 
was founded as the anti-
slavery party, people 
may be surprised to 
learn that the Republi-
can Party of Texas was 
founded on July 4, 1867, 
by 150 black men and 
20 Anglos in Houston 
Texas.  

the GOP was a negligible factor in Texas politics.  

the RPT, the State Republican Executive Commit-
tee, was organized.  
 
The National Federation of Republican Women 
had been organized in 1938, however, it was not 
until 1955 that Republican women’s clubs existed 
in three-quarters of Texas congressional districts, 
enabling the “federation” of the Texas Federation 
of Republican Women. For the discerning observ-
er, the fact that by 1955 Republican women’s clubs 
existed in so many congressional districts at a time 
when Texas was deep blue may have been seen as a 
harbinger of what was to come.  
 
But there were other organizations. On their web-
site, the Village Republican Women, which cele-
brated its 60th-anniversary last year, says that “at 
that time in Harris County (1955), only loosely 
structured precinct organizations (for women) ex-
isted.  

1854 birthplace of GOP 

In 1947 the Republican 
Club of Texas was found-
ed by Captain J.F. Lucey 
of Dallas, called an 
“internationally prominent 
oilman and friend of Her-
bert Hoover” by the New 
York Times. However, it 
was not until 1952 that the 
current governing body of 

“The purpose of those groups 
was to assist the precinct chair-
man with voter registration, 
identifying Republican voters,  

and fundraising on behalf of the Party. The origi-
nal name of our organization was the Precinct 
273 Republican Women’s Club (RWC) and our 
first President was Gerry Hardway.”  
 
 Continued Next Page 



Our Heritage, cont’d. 

It was not until 1961 that the club was officially 
chartered as a member of the TFRW. (The Braes 
Republican Women’s Club was chartered in 1960 
and is the oldest active TFRW club in Harris Coun-
ty.)  
 
A year later, in June of 1962, the Harris County 
Council of Federated Republican Women was orga-
nized. Gerry Hardway, Village Republican Women, 
would be the first president of the Harris County 
Council of FRW. 
 
That organization was later renamed the Greater 
Houston Council of Federated Republican Women 
to better reflect the growth and location of member 
clubs. 

 

Brick-by-Brick 
 
In 2008, the GHCFRW celebrated its 45th anniver-
sary. Researchers prepared a timeline which was 
incorporated into a pamphlet distributed at the 
luncheon. (We’ve printed part of that pamphlet in 
this newsletter.) A close look at the activities of the 
GHCFRW suggests that its leaders and the leaders 
of its associated clubs clearly understood the neces-
sity of a brick-by-brick approach to building a 
strong and vibrant GOP in Texas. 
 
In 1963, the new organization and the Village Re-
publican Women began a fundraising effort to reg-
ister new voters. Apart from necessary organiza-
tional activities, such as developing and approving 
the bylaws, this was the first undertaking by what 
would be the GHCFRW. 
 
By 1965, dollars were allocated to placing books in 
Houston public libraries to increase awareness of 
the Republican Party and its philosophy. 

 Although there were some 
early successes, such as 
the election of John Tower 
to the Senate in 1961, Tex-
as would remain a deep 
blue state until the 1970s.  
However, the foundation-
al organizations that 
would help drive change 
were in place.  

Simultaneously, funds were raised through various 
activities – Red Garter parties, Pink Elephant balls, 
“Games” parties, and various teas – to support vari-
ous candidates, including John Tower, the first Re-
publican senator elected from Texas since Recon-
struction. 
 
From the start, the GHCFRW appears to have been 
purposeful about educating its members. Trips to 
Austin were organized. Speakers were solicited. By 
2000, the Nuts ‘N Bolts program had been created 
and presented to members. (In March 2013, Nuts ‘N 
Bolts was mentioned by the Republican Party of 
Texas in its Resolution Honoring GHCFRW on the 
occasion of its 50th anniversary.) 
 
Voter registration. Member and public education. 
Candidate support. These are the themes that run 
through every activity supported by the GHCFRW 
since its inception. 
 

Blue-to-Red 

 GOP Party Histori-
an Westley, among 
others, says that 
“Texas turned red in 
the late 70s and ear-
ly 80s as a result of 
a population shift of 
Republican-leaning 
people who started 

to populate the suburban (major) cities during the 
70s and 80s. This trend included people relocat-
ing into Texas and many conservative Democrats 
shifting to the right and voting Republican.” 

Regardless of the motivations, what cannot be 
ignored is the fact that organizations, including 
the GHCFRW and its member clubs, were al-

ready on-the-ground providing the outreach and 
education that would help attract these voters to 

the GOP. 

The Future 

Westley issues a stark warning for the future. To-
day, he says, “the irony is that many Californians 
(who tend to be left-leaning Democrats) are  

 

 

Continued Next Page 



Our Heritage, cont’d. 

over the past few years to the point that, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, almost 700,000 Califor-

nians have relocated to Texas since 2010.”  

The “2021 Texas Relocation Report” by the Texas 

Realtors says that more than 500,000 people moved 
to Texas in 2019 and it is the “seventh year in a row 
that Texas attracted more than 500,000 new resi-

dents.” These numbers of course are pre-pandemic. 

Conclusion 

Back in 1867, the founders of the GOP in Texas 

conducted voter registration efforts in an atmos-

phere we can only imagine. Later, early GHCFRW 

voter registration efforts were conducted in a state 

that was so deep blue that GOP voter registration 

efforts might have been considered delusional. 

However, our GOP ancestors were undaunted.  

 

Tim Westley, PhD 

moving to Texas 
Metropolitan areas 
at a high rate. Cities 
in those areas have 
gone from Republi-
can to Democrat 
and remain Demo-
crat strongholds. 
The number of Cali-
fornians moving to 
Texas has risen  

If GHCFRW’s history of 60 years proves anything, 

it is that the gains we see today are the product of a 

refusal to give up by those who believe in Republi-

can principles. During the most dismal years of 

Democrat control of Texas, GHCFRW members 

continued to knock on doors, and hold bridge par-

ties and coffees, among other efforts, to register 

Republican voters. 

Today, in a far more benign and supportive envi-

ronment, GHCFRW and TFRW leadership under-

stand that new gains must be consolidated and built 

upon. It should also be noted that technology has 

made outreach swifter and easier than ever before. 

The Texas Republican Voter Engagement Project 

(TRVEP) is an example of a program in which 

most people can easily participate. And the women 

of GHCFRW clubs can take pride in the fact that 

these programs are direct descendants of those ear-

liest voter registration efforts conducted so long 

ago and in such dark circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 
GHCFRW 

Past Presidents 

1961-2021 

"The very essence of 

leadership is that you 

have to have vision. 

You can't blow an un-

certain trumpet." 

-Theodore M. Hes-

burgh  

Fleury Sommers, editor 



A Look Back in Time 

Milestones from our Sapphire Anniversary 

On Thursday, January 31, 2008, the Greater Houston Council of Federated Republican Women 

held its “Victory ‘08” Kick-Off Luncheon at the Intercontinental Hotel. The luncheon was also 

a celebration of the GHCFRW’s 45th anniversary. Present at the luncheon was a “who’s who” 

of Texas Republicans, including Judges, State Representatives, County Commissioners, and 

more.  

As a part of that celebration, a 12-page pamphlet was printed, including sponsors, guests, and 

speakers. Researchers for the luncheon also prepared a meticulous timeline of GHCFRW mile-

stones, a year-by-year review of activities and events dating from its 1962 founding. We can’t 

reproduce the entire pamphlet; however, we’ve reproduced the cover page and the timeline be-

low. Enjoy. (Use zoom button to enlarge.) 



 

This pamphlet was included in material donated by Dr. 

Edward and Eugenie Chen, Braes Republican Women’s 

Club, to the Woodson Research Center, Rice University. 

(Ed was an associate member of the club for many years.)



Nuts ‘N Bolts 2022 a “Model” 

For Other Councils 

Editor’s Note: We are reprinting GHCFRW President Tina Gibson’s note to board members sent March 

16. It precisely reflects the results of Nuts ‘N Bolts 2022, the amount of work that enabled its production 

and the number of people behind the scenes who made it happen. Nuts ‘N Bolts provides the essential 

knowledge foundation for TFRW Clubs to function effectively—and legally—for their members.  

Board Members, 

 

Thank you so much for hosting a great Nuts ‘N Bolts semi-
nar yesterday.  I received many compliments from 
attendees and TFRW President Kit Whitehill.  Kit wants to 
use GHC as a model for the Dallas and San Antonio Coun-
cils. That's a BIG compliment to all of you! 

 

I especially want to thank Alice and Pearl for organizing and 
running the day, and Amy, Micheline, Sophia, Gwen, Jen-
nifer, Milinda, Sherry, and Barbara for keeping up with the 
payments, attendees, Club Presidents, presenting a work-
shop, flowers, TRVEP sign up table and the AV and printing. 

 

Thank you to Vanessa for taking photos and SJ for pre-
senting awards and gifts. Thank you to Edie and Roxann for 
making sure we were well fed and for working with the 
caterer.  

 

Y'all are wonderful.  I am so happy to work with you. 

--  

Tina Gibson 

Texas Federation of Republican Women District Director 
SD17 

President, Greater Houston Council of Federated Republi-
can Women  

The Republican Women's Club of Katy 

713-412-1620 

 

Continued Next Page 



Nuts ‘N Bolts Images Continued 



Hospitality 

 Many thanks to all of you and your respec-
tive clubs, Spindletop RW, Galveston RW, and 
Northwest Forest RW, for helping with hospi-
tality  at the Nuts ‘N Bolts seminar.  The snacks 
and the coffee were all excellent and everyone 
enjoyed them.   

An advance thank-you to West Pearland RW, 
Magic Circle RW, and Cy-Fair RW who will 
provide refreshments for the May 10 general 
meeting. 

Your help with hospitality is truly appreciated. 

Roxann Lewis & Edie Holland,  

Hospitality Co-Chairs 

 

 

GHCFRW Immediate Past President 

Sophia Mafrige was presented with a 

large pewter platter sporting an elephant at the 

Nuts ‘N Bolts seminar as a token of the re-

spect and affection in which she is held and in 

acknowledgement of the service she has given 

the GHCFRW. 

Pictured are Kit Whitehill, TFRW President, 

Gwen Withrow, GHC Past VP Programs, So-

phia Mafrige GHC Immediate Past President, 

Tina Gibson GHC President. 

 

 

News Briefs: Short But Important 

 
Continued Next Page 



 

News Briefs, cont’d. 

 

SJ Swanson, 1st Vice President Programs reports that 

the Village Republican Women fielded the most people 

of any GHCFRW club at the Diamond Anniversary 

Luncheon with four sold out tables. 

Congratulations! 

 

 



Legislative Report 

Republican Runoff Election Information 
by 

Bonnie M. Foster 

Texas will hold its 2022 runoff elections May 24 to finalize which Republican primary candidates will 
be on the ballot in the November general election. In 50 races in the March 1 primary, no candidate ex-
ceeded 50% of the vote, bringing about runoff races between the candidates who came in first and sec-
ond. The winner will face the other major party nominee in that race, as well as possible Libertarian and 
Green party candidates. Independent and write-in candidates have until the summer to file their candida-
cies. Listed below are all of the candidates who will be on the ballot in the primary runoffs for statewide, 
congressional and legislative offices. 
 
Early voting runs from May 16-20. If you voted in a party primary in March, you can vote only in that 
same party’s runoff. Voters who didn't cast a ballot in the primary can vote in either party’s runoff.   

 

Attorney General 
Republican 

 

CANDIDATES 

RR George P. Bush 

RR Ken Paxton Incumbent 

Land Commissioner 
Republican 

 

CANDIDATES 

RR Dawn Buckingham 

RR Tim Westley 

Railroad Commissioner 
Republican 

 

CANDIDATES 

RR Wayne Christian Incumbent 

RR Sarah Stogner 

District-level races 

Texas voters can vote in the U.S. House, State 
Board of Education, Texas Senate and Texas 
House runoff races that correspond with the dis-
trict they live in.   

 

District 13 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES  

RR Kathryn Monette 

RR A. Denise Russell 

U.S. House 
District 7 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES  

RR Tim Stroud 

RR Johnny Teague 

Continued Next Page 

Statewide races 

Every Texan voter can cast a ballot in statewide 
runoff races that include top state officials like 
the attorney general, lieutenant governor and rail-
road commissioner. There are four Democratic 
runoff races and three Republican races. 



Legislative Report cont’d. 

District 28 - Republican 

 
District 29 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES 

RR Cassy Garcia 

RR Sandra Whitten 

CANDIDATES 

RR Julio Garza 

RR Robert Schafranek 

District 30 - Republican 

 
District 32 - Republican 

 
District 35 - Republican 

 
District 37 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES 

RR James "J. Frank" Harris 

RR James Rodgers 

CANDIDATES 

RR Antonio Swad 

RR Justin Webb 

CANDIDATES 

RR Dan McQueen 

RR Michael Rodriguez 

CANDIDATES 

RR Rod Lingsch 

RR Jenny Garcia Sharon 

Texas Senate 
District 24 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES  

R Pete Flores 

RR Raul Reyes 

DR Sara Stapleton-Barrera 

Texas House 
District 12 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES  

RR Ben Bius 

RR Kyle Kacal Incumbent 

District 17 - Republican 

 
District 19 - Republican 

 
District 23 - Republican 

 
District 52 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES  

RR Stan Gerdes 

RR Paul Pape 

CANDIDATES  

RR Justin Berry 

RR Ellen Troxclair 

CANDIDATES  

RR Patrick Gurski 

RR Terri Leo Wilson 

CANDIDATES  

RR Caroline Harris 

RR
R Patrick McGuinness 

District 60 - Republican 

 
District 61 - Republican 

 
District 63 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES  

RR Mike Olcott 

RR Glenn Rogers Incumbent 

CANDIDATES  

RR Paul Chabot 

RR Frederick Frazier 

CANDIDATES  

RR Ben Bumgarner 

RR Jeff Younger 

Continued Next Page 



Legislative Report cont’d. 

District 70 - Republican 

 
District 73 - Republican 

 
District 84 - Republican 

 
District 85 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES 

RR Eric J. Bowlin 

RR Jamee Jolly 

CANDIDATES 

RR Barron Casteel 

RR Carrie Isaac 

CANDIDATES 

RR David Glasheen 

RR Carl Tepper 

CANDIDATES 

RR Stan Kitzman 

RR Phil Stephenson Incumbent 

District 91 - Republican 

 
District 93 - Republican 

 
District 122 - Republican 

 
District 133 - Republican 

 

CANDIDATES  

RR Stephanie Klick Incumbent 

RR David Lowe 

CANDIDATES  

RR Laura Hill 

RR Nate Schatzline 

CANDIDATES  

RR Elisa Chan 

RR Mark Dorazio 

CANDIDATES  

RR Mano DeAyala 

RR Shelley Torian Barineau 

Disclaimer: 

This information came from The Texan, the Secretary of State’s office and the Republican Party of 

Texas.  

Save the Date 

Watch for Details 



Below is a lightly edited press release issued by Senator Paul Bettencourt (R-Houston) that ex-

plains in clear language the benefits of Proposition 1 and Proposition 2. We thought this might 

be helpful with members who may have questions. — Bonnie Foster 

Public to vote on Senator Bettencourt’s Constitutional Amendments Proposition 1 and 2 on May 
7, 2022. 

The election will be held on Saturday, May 7th, and early voting will begin on Monday, April 
25th.  

 
“The Secretary of State has been sending calls to my office about Propositions 1 and 2. Many voters have been 
finding the ballot language confusing, and I want to clarify what these amendments actually do. Homeowners 
over the age of 65 will see their freeze values for school taxes actually decline, aka, ISD property tax bills if Prop-
osition 1 passes! Also, if passed, Proposition 2 will lower independent school district property tax bills by in-
creasing the homestead exemption that will save money for the 5.67 million homesteads in the State of Texas,” 
stated Senator Bettencourt. 
 
Below are some plain language talking points to answer many of the frequently asked questions. 
 
Proposition 1 will benefit individuals with an over 65 or disabled exemption on their homestead.  
 

• If an individual has an over 65/disabled exemption on their home and this proposition passes, they will re-
ceive a reduction on school district property taxes. 

• HB 3 from the 86th Legislature compressed school maintenance and operation tax rates across the board ex-
cept for over 65/disabled because their rate was already lower than the new compressed rate for everyone else. 

• This amendment will provide for the same percentage reduction in an individual’s school district tax rate that 
everyone else received in 2019. 

• There are 1.8 million over 65 exemptions and 180,000 disabled exemptions, on average these households will 
see a $110 reduction the first year and $125 reduction in the second year; the reduction will continue to grow each 
year. 

• If there is additional school M&O tax rate compression provided by HB 3 in the future, individuals with an 
over 65/disabled exemption will receive the same percentage tax rate deduction automatically if this amendment 
passes. 
 
This amendment will become effective as of January 1, 2023, if it passes. 
 
Proposition 2 will increase the homestead exemption by $15,000.  
 

• If this amendment passes the state homestead exemption for school district taxable value purposes will in-
crease from $25,000 to $40,000. 

• On average, the 5.67 million homesteads in Texas will see a $175 savings in their school district tax bill at the 
current average statewide school property tax rate. 

• This amendment will be effective as of January 1, 2022, if it passes, so homeowners will see the savings 
when they receive their property tax bill this fall. 
 
This exemption increase is a permanent and ongoing benefit to homeowners. 
 
If one or both of these amendments passes, no school district will lose any revenue they are entitled to receive 
from the school funding formulas. State dollars will replace any local dollars that a school district would other-
wise lose from the passage of these amendments. 
 
The following is a link to our original press release with more information: https://
paulbettencourt.com/2022/04/07/public-to-vote-on-senator-bettencourts-constitutional-amendments-from-sjr-2-on
-may-7-2022/ 
 



 

Conducting Candidate Events – Guide for TFRW Clubs  

Corrine Miklosh VP Political Activities  

Alice Melancon VP Programs  

Editor’s Note: In an overheated campaign season 

we are re-printing the Guide for TFRW clubs for 

conducting candidate events.  

We are also printing the relevant sections of our 

by-laws concerning candidate endorsements, fair-

ness and causes for removal. 

Campaign season presents unique opportunities for 

clubs. One of those is introducing candidates to the 

membership. This is done in several ways; you can 

host a meet and greet, a candidate forum, or possi-

bly a debate.  

What’s the difference?  

A meet and greet is generally an informal event. 

Candidates are usually introduced and allowed to 

speak for an allotted period.  

A candidate forum is an event typically facilitated 

by a moderator which includes questions posed to 

candidates with a set time to respond and possibly 

rebut.  

A debate is a more structured event where ques-

tions regarding issues are discussed in greater de-

tail, followed by each participant responding and 

rebuttals given.  

Guidelines for events  

Decide what kind of event you want to host - Re-

member that TFRW clubs cannot host events for 

federal candidates; this includes Presidential, Sena-

torial, and Congressional candidates.  

Plan your event, type, location, time structure, and 

moderator.  

When planning time for the event. Start with the 

total time allotted, calculate how many participants 

and how long you will allow for introductions, ques-

tions, answers, and wrap-up comments. 

Other questions that require consideration are: 

• Will the candidates introduce themselves? 

• How many minutes are allowed for the introduc-

tion?  

• Will the candidates be allowed time for a closing 

statement? 

• How many minutes will candidates be allowed to 

answer questions? 

• Are rebuttals allowed?  How long?  Is there a 
limit to the number of rebuttals? 

Remember that: 

• All Republican candidates for an office must be 

invited to attend. 

• The invitation to the event should have the 

guidelines of the forum spelled out.   

• Determine in advance if candidates be allowed to 

display and distribute campaign material. 

 

Moderator, timer, and questions 

The moderator should be someone who can keep 

things moving and controlled.  

 A separate person should be the timer to keep time 

and notify candidates of time left and signal when 

time runs out. She should be visible to the candi-

dates and will work with the moderator. 

 

Continued Next Page 



Candidate Events, cont’d. 

Some clubs ask for input from members to develop 

questions to identify areas of interest. If time allows 

you may solicit questions from the audience. 

Table Space Sales 

Some events allow for the sale of table space by 

candidates to display campaign materials.  

 

Following these simple 

guidelines will ensure 

compliance with TFRW 

rules for candidate 

events. 

Corrine & Alice 

  TFRW Bylaws: 

ARTICLE III - POLICY  

   Section 1. Candidate Endorsement: The Presi-
dent of the Texas Federation of Republican Wom-
en, the Vice President – Political Activities, all oth-
er currently elected TFRW officers and local feder-
ated clubs, their Presidents and Campaign Activi-
ties Chairmen shall not publicly endorse any candi-
date for public office in contested Republican Pri-
maries, Runoff Elections, Special Elections and/or 
non-partisan elections when more than one Repub-
lican is in the race. No candidate shall use the 
TFRW logo in any political advertising, and any 
political advertising shall contain the following 
disclaimer: “This endorsement is given by the indi-
vidual(s) only, NOT the Texas Federation of Re-
publican Women.”     

Section 5. Candidate Fairness: After the end of 
the candidate filing period for any office and 
ending the day after the final election for that of-
fice, it is the policy of TFRW that all Republican 
candidates for that office shall be treated fairly 
and equitably. When one Republican candidate 
for an office is invited to speak at a Federation or 
local club meeting, then all Republican candi-
dates for that office shall be offered equal presen-
tation time at the same meeting or another meet-
ing before the election.   

ARTICLE IV - MEMBERSHIP Section 1. Eligi-
bility:   

  Section 9. Removal of Local Clubs: The Texas 
Federation of Republican Women may remove 
local clubs from membership by two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of its Executive Committee present and vot-
ing. A. Causes for Removal: 

    7. Publicly endorsing or working for a known 
candidate of another party in a partisan or non-
partisan race where one or more Republicans are 
in the race, or endorsing a candidate in a contest-
ed Republican Primary, runoff or special election 
by the club, its President or Campaign Activities 
Chairman. Exception: other than at a regular club 
meeting, a club is allowed to be involved in a 
voter education program or forum that concerns a 
non-partisan election and the candidate’s party 
affiliation is not announced. If the President or 
Campaign Activities Chairman violates this poli-
cy, it shall fall to the local club to remove her 
from office. Failure to do so will result in the re-
moval of the club from the Federation.  
 



Greater Houston Council of Federated Republican Women 
Honoring Club Presidents and Nuts ‘N Bolts Seminar & General 

Meeting Minutes 
March 15, 2022 

Trini Mendenhall Center 

Mary Sage 

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM by President, Tina Gibson.   

2. Opening Prayer & Pledges were led by Dr. Milinda Morris. 

3. VP of Membership, Amy Byers, called the roll of Member Clubs and confirmed that there was a quorum of Mem-

ber Clubs present. 

4. The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Treasurer, Micheline Huston, and approved as submitted. 

5. Recognition of elected officials and candidates by President, Tina Gibson.  

6. Tina introduced Gwen Withrow, Chair of the Texas Republican Voter Engagement Project.  Tina encouraged 

members to register for the Red Dialer Program.   

7. Special Presentation – Tina commended Past President Sophia Mafrige for her leadership of GHC through 

Covid and presented a gift to Sophia.   

8.  Tina presented a Charter to Needville RW, a new TFRW and GHC Club.   

9.   Recognition and honoring of Club Presidents was conducted by President, Tina Gibson, SD 4 District Director, 

Pearl Maggio, TFRW President, Kit Whitehill, TFRW VP Membership, Dana Myers, and GHC 2
nd

 VP Member-

ship, Amy Byers.  Club Presidents were presented with a President’s Pin, a rose and a set of flags for their club 

meetings and a photo was taken of each Club President.   

10. Nuts ‘N Bolts Chairs Alice Melancon and Pearl Maggio welcomed everyone to the Nuts ‘N Bolts Workshops 

and invited members to remain for the panel discussion following the workshops.   

11. Alice Melancon, TFRW VP Programs, gave an introduction of the Nuts ‘N Bolts Program, and, introduced  

       TFRW President, Kit Whitehill. 

12.  TFRW President, Kit Whitehill, addressed the members.  Alice Melancon presented TFRW President,  

        Kit Whitehill, with a gift from GHC. 

13.  President Tina Gibson recognized the seminar speakers and presented a gift to them.   

14.  Breakout Sessions Began. 

10:45 – 11:15 – Workshop 1 
 Treasurer and PAC Treasurer – Carla Birk, TFRW PAC Treasurer 
 President – Kit Whitehill, TFRW President  
11:20 – 11:50 – Workshop 2 
 Programs – Alice Melancon, TFRW VP Programs 
 Membership – Dana Myers, TFRW VP Membership  

15.  Lunch was catered by Mark Oster.  A portion of the catering cost was underwritten by Commissioner Jack Ca-
gle, Harris County Precinct 4.  Tina thanked Commissioner Tom Ramsey, Harris County Precinct 3, for stop-
ping by our meeting.    

16. During lunch, SJ Swanson, GHC VP Programs, presented a gift to Rebecca Lunsford who had traveled the 
farthest to our meeting.  Golden Triangle RW had the most members attending our meeting.   

17. President Tina Gibson gave the history of GHC.   
18. Our Keynote Speaker, TFRW President, Kit Whitehill, spoke about her 2022 vision for TFRW.   
19. Breakout Session 
        1:00 – 1:30 – Workshop 3  
               Political Activities – Corrine Miklosh, TFRW VP Political Activities 

        Communication and Social Media – Jennifer Knesek, GHC Social Media Chair 
20. A Workshop Panel Q & A followed.   
21. The meeting was brought to a close by President, Tina Gibson.  She thanked everyone for attending and an-

nounced that the next General Meeting will be on May 10
th
. 

22. The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM. 
 
Submitted by, 
Mary Sage, GHC Recording Secretary 



Help Register 100,000+ New Texas Republican Voters 

Reprinted from TFRW https://www.tfrw.org/vep/ 

 

Voter registration is critical to winning in Novem-

ber.  

Not only will we be working to register new voters, 

but we will also be rolling out an incentive program 

for members to become involved in other ways.  

Red Dialer is a phone banking program for comput-

ers or smart phone app that allows you to easily 

“phone bank” from your home. 

It’s a powerful tool that allows us to be engaged in the fight for 2022, so you should learn to use 

it! It’s easy to use, and the VEP staff are ready to help you with training and answer any questions 

you may have. 

 

It just takes three easy steps to help Keep Texas Red from home: 

1. Download the Red Dialer presentation and video tutorial. 

2. Contact your regional director to request Red Dialer credentials 

3. Call, call, call to keep Texas RED HOT! 

 

Weekly Zoom Training 

Training are held weekly by VEP Volunteer Coordinator Amariah Pinchback. If interested in at-

tending, please reach out to your regional director for more information. Our regional director is 

Tina Gibson tinamgibson80@gmail.com  

 

Visit https://www.tfrw.org/vep/ for more information and links. 

https://www.reddialer.gop/
mailto:tinamgibson80@gmail.com


• GHCFRW Leadership 

• General and Board Meeting Dates 

• Voting Calendar 

• Roll Call—List of Clubs, Presidents & 

    Contact information 

• Village Republican Women: May Mega Forum 

 

Greater Houston Council FRW Website 

https://www.ghcfrwpac.org/ 

 

Texas Federation of Republican Women 

https://www.tfrw.org/ 

 

 

 



 

Greater Houston Council of Federated Republican Women 

 2022 Board of Directors 

President    Tina Gibson, Republican Women’s Club of Katy RW 

1st VP Programs   S.J. Swanson, Village RW 

2nd VP Membership   Amy Byers, Montgomery County RW 

3rd VP Special Events  Dana Khan, Northwest RW 

4th VP Finance   Barbara Tague, Tomball RW 

Recording Secretary  Mary Sage, Magic Circle RW 

Corresponding Secretary                 Elizabeth Lauzon, Bay Area RW 

Treasurer/PAC Treasurer                 Micheline Hutson, Cy Fair RW 

Immediate Past President                 Sophia Mafrige, Magic Circle RW 

Standing Committee Chairmen (Voting) 

Bylaws    Deb Cupples, Memorial West RW 

Campaign Activities  Gayla Baker, Brazosport RW 

County Chair Liaison  Emely McHattie, Village RW 

Legislative   Bonnie Foster, Cy Fair RW 

Newsletter   Fleury Sommers, Braes RW 

Public Relations   Carmen Crenshaw, Magic Circle RW 

Special Committee Chairmen Ex-Officio (Non-voting) 

Hospitality   Edie Holland, Bay Area RW 

    Roxann Lewis, Clear Lake RW 

Historian    Vanessa Ingrassia, Magic Circle RW 

Club Liaison   Marga Matthews, Baytown RW 

Presidential Appointees Ex-Officio (Non-Voting) 

Advisor to President  Sherry Peterson, West Pearland RW 

Chaplain    Ann Lee, Memorial West RW 

Protocol                  Betsey Kindred, West Pearland RW 

TFRW/NFRW Liaison  Alice Melancon, Montgomery County RW 

GOTV    Milinda Morris, Republican Women’s Club of Katy 

Social Media   Jennifer Knesek, Magic Circle RW 

Parliamentarian   Debbie Cupples, Memorial West RW 

Nuts ‘N Bolts   Alice Melancon & Pearl Maggio, Montgomery County RW 
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Greater Houston Council 2022 Calendar of Events 

All General and Executive Board Meetings at 

Trini Mendenhall Community Center* 

1414 Wirt Rd., Houston 77055 

 

General Meetings 9:30 am – Noon 

May 10, 2022 

September 20, 2022 

November 15, 2022 

Executive Committee Meetings 10:00 am 

August 16, 2022 

October 18, 2022 

For more information go to www.ghcfrwpac.org or contact 

President Tina Gibson at ghcprez2223@gmail.com 

 

Victory 2022 Calendar 

April 25-May 3 – Early Voting 

May 7 – Election Day/Constitutional Amendments 

May 16-May 20 – Early Voting for Run-off Elections 

May 24 – Primary Run-off Election 

August 23—GOTV Rally 

October 24-November 4 – Early Voting  

November 8, 2022 – Election Day 

Political advertising paid for by GHCFRW. Micheline Hutson, Treasurer, 11007 Wortham Blvd., Houston, TX 77065. Contributions are not federal tax deduct-

ible as charitable contributions. Corporate contributions are not permitted. This is not an endorsement of GHCFRW, its President or its Campaign Activities 

Chair, only candidate information to help you make an informed decision and get involved with the candidate of your choice. 

Solicitations made by federal candidates and officeholders are limited by federal law. Federal candidates and officeholders are soliciting only donations of up 
to $2,500.00 and up to $5,000.00 from multi-candidate political committees. They are not soliciting donations in any amount from corporations, labor organi-
zations, national banks, federal contractors, or foreign nationals. 

Copyright © 2022 by Greater Houston Council of Federated Republican Women. All Rights Reserved. 

 

*A working retreat for board members is planned for June 25. Details to come, however the venue will be other than Mendenhall. 

http://www.ghcfrwpac.org
mailto:ghcprez2223@gmail.com


 

Angleton RW    Judy Schaefer* 

Bay Area RW    Deborah Guitian Roan 

Baytown RW    Marga Matthews 

Braes RW    Fleury Sommers  

Brazosport RW   Pam Mahon   

Chambers County RW  Loretta Emmons  

Clear Creek RW   Roxann Lewis  

Cy-Fair RW    Bonnie Foster  

East Montgomery RW  Trish Almond  

Fort Bend Republican Women Angela Hayes Bushnell  

Galveston RW    Irene Henry  

Golden Triangle RW   Linda Brown  

Kingwood Area RW   Joyce Chambers  

Lake Conroe RW   Lorena Garcia  

Liberty Belles    Dar Kurtz  

Magic Circle RW   Buckley Morlot  

Memorial West RW   Annette Marek  

Montgomery County RW  Alice Melancon  

Needville RW    Connie Hall  

Northshore RW   Christy Tatum  

Northwest Forest RW   Sylvia Manley  

RW of Katy    Delia Dibrell  

RW of Greater Fish Creek  Rachel  Clark  

Spindletop RW   Cathy Hidahl  

Southeast Texas RW   Pat Greene  

The Woodlands RW   Lisa Gilmore  

The Yellow Rose of Texas RW Kay Tyner  

Tomball RW    Barbara Tague 

Village RW    Julie Jaehne 

Walker County RW   Renee Lunsford 

West Pearland RW   Mopsie Thornborrow 

*Club Presidents  

Roll Call: GHCFRW Clubs 




