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Ready for the Battles Ahead!
GOTV August 23 Rally
Dear GHC Family,
What a summer to celebrate!
Republican Women never rest and the
fruits of our labor have come to fruition this summer.
The SCOTUS ruling on states' decision
on Pro Life issues is a major victory
and Republican women have been on
Tina Gibson, GHCFRW the front lines in the battle. The war
President
will never be over because we have a
nation to save for our children and
grandchildren. We are ready for the battles ahead!
Republican Women came out in force at the RPT State Convention in setting the state platform for the next 2 years. It was
great to see so many of our club members in leadership roles.
Send us photos of your clubs at the convention for our next
newsletter!
As we continue to celebrate our legacy in our 60th Anniversary
year, GHC clubs will move forward as leaders, mentors and example setters throughout the Southeast Texas region. Keep
growing your club membership this summer. Keep your members informed and involved. It's block walking and phone calling time to support our candidates. Sign up for a Poll Watcher
training class. The time is now to do whatever it takes to get our
Republicans elected.
Please notify me of any GOTV events your clubs will be involved with or hosting this summer and fall. GHC will be there
to support you.
Continued Next Page

President’s Message, cont’d.
The GOTV Rally is August 23
Be sure to bring your club members to the GOTV Rally at the Mendenhall Center, August 23rd, 9:30 12:30. Lunch is provided so please RSVP so we can order lunch for you. All candidates are invited, from
local school board and county to state and congressional races. Please RSVP Milinda Morris
at milindammd@gmail.com and Dana Khan danak007@gmail.com. Let's get behind our candidates at
the Rally!
Please put on our calendar our Greater Houston Council general meeting on Tuesday September 20th,
10:00 am, at Mendenhall Center.
We Are Leaders! Let's Get To Work!

Tina Gibson, President

Matt Rinaldi to Keynote August 23 GOTV Rally
State GOP Chairman Matt Rinaldi will keynote the August
Get Out the Vote Rally, Milinda Morris, Greater Houston
Council Chair of the August 23 event, announced.

Rinaldi, a former Texas state representative, was elected
Chairman of the Republican Party of Texas (RPT) July, 2021.
In June, the RPT released its Legislative Priorities for the 88th
Session (2023-2024) of the Texas Legislature. Those priorities include Protecting our Elections, Banning Abortion in
Texas, Banning Gender Modification of Children, Securing
the Border and Protecting Texans, and Defending our Gun
Rights, among other priorities.
Chairman Matt Rinaldi represented northwest Dallas County in the
Texas Legislature from 2015 to 2019.
The Get Out The Vote rally provides GHCFRW members the opportunity to meet the candidates in advance of the November elections. Check-in begins at 9:30 am at Trini Mendenhall Community
Center, August 23. The rally will conclude at 12:30.

See next page for more details.

Genesis of a New TFRW Club
Beverly Stricker

We asked Beverly Stricker to tell us a little about the origins of the recently federated Needville Republican Women’s Club. In response, she was kind enough to provide us with a rather detailed discussion of
the motivations and planning behind the effort. We found the response so compelling and inspirational
— and Beverly’s voice so strong — that we are running it so others can share. It’s only very lightly edited. Enjoy this motivating story. The Editor.
I first moved to Fort Bend County area in 1979. I then moved to the
Brazoria County in 2001, and this is where I began my involvement in
politics.
In 2007, I joined the Angleton Republican Women PAC. It was an endeavor I had always wanted to pursue, but earlier in my life, time did
not allow it.
I was trained by Chairwoman Yvonne Dewey, Precinct Chair Mary
Kathrine Pickle, and Precinct Chair Anita Barges. My list of mentors
grew from there. A few I must mention include Edee Sinclair, Tina
Gibson, Debbie Roan, Sherri Peterson, and Roxanne Lewis.

Beverly Stricker

During my 10 years with the ARW PAC, I was voted Woman of the
year and inducted into the Brazoria County Republican Hall of Honor
in 2017. I attended my first GOP State convention as a worker with
ARW and then became a delegate for state convention. I have also
worked every election since then either as a Clerk or Judge. I have validated mail in ballots, tested voting machines and served on numerous
committees.
I moved back to Fort Bend County in 2019 and was
not happy with the direction Fort Bend county was
headed.
At that point, I remembered something my husband
said, "You need to start a club here in Needville."
After speaking with Debbi Roan, she suggested I
meet Amy Mudy, Zenia Warren, and Debra Harpar.
Continued Next Page

Genesis of Needville Republican Women cont’d.

I placed an ad in our local Needville paper at my
own expense looking for anyone with a conservative heart and mind, interested in keeping Needville
red.
The ad invited interested women to attend a meeting at my home and suggested wearing a red shirt.
To my surprise, Keisha Whitbey showed up three
days early to introduce herself and to determine for
herself just what the meeting would be about.
When she left almost in tears, she said, "I will be
here to join on Saturday, and I am so thankful for
what you are doing."

At that point, I knew five ladies who would join,
but I needed five more in order to create a PAC. So,
I was anxious to see what the ad might yield in
terms of interested and committed conservatives.
Luckily, five ladies I had never meet before showed
up to the meeting! The Needville Republican Women's PAC was formed.
We meet the 1st Saturday of every month.
Eager to get involved with our community, we
joined the Chamber of Commerce and the American
Legion Club to offer to help when needed.
Our club members started attending any and all
functions that would allow us in to promote our
club and to get out and vote!
We attended events such as Needville's City Trunk
& Treat for Halloween, the Fall Harvest Festival,
and just about every fundraiser in the City of
Needville.
Our club also supports The Fort Bend County
Women's Shelter and Needville's SPJST Nursing
Home during the holidays.
A funny and instructive story occurred after our
first meeting when no one had the confidence to be
an officer for our club.

I watched, listened and observed the ladies, and by the end of our second meeting I asked again and still, no
hands raised.
I announced I was going to make suggestions, and that I would help them every step of the way. The same
ladies who were hesitant to raise their hands attended the GHCFRW Nuts ’N Bolts for training and loved it!
Six of the ladies are attending their first State GOP Convention as Delicates.
We are 24 members strong! Our goal is to inform and educate the voters in our community, while being active
participants in the needs of our community.
The following is a collage of our members.

Continued Next Page

Genesis of a new TFRW Club

Chambers County RW Spearheads
“The Wall That Heals” — Significant &
Important Community Project.

Spearheaded by the Chambers County Republican Women and in partnership with the History Heals Foundation, The Wall That Heals will open in White Memorial Park, Chambers County October 27 and will be
open continuously through Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 pm.
The Wall That Heals is a replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington. It is a three-quarter
scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC and is 375’ in length and 7.5’ high at
its tallest point.

Comfort and Healing
The Wall That Heals was unveiled on Veterans Day 1996. Designed to travel to communities in the United
States, organizers hoped that “bringing The Wall home to communities throughout our country allows the
souls enshrined on the Memorial to exist once more among family and friends in the peace and comfort of
familiar surroundings. The traveling exhibit provides thousands of veterans who have been unable to cope
with the prospect of facing The Wall to find the strength and courage to do so within their own communities, thus allowing the healing process to begin.”
Twenty-six years after its creation, The Wall That Heals continues to meet this objective as well as informing and educating
younger generations about the sacrifices of the more than three
million Americans who served in the Vietnam War including
58,000 who lost their lives and the more than 304,000 who were
wounded and/or disabled. Since its dedication, it has traveled to
700 communities across the United States.

Cont’d Next Page

The Wall That Heals cont’d

Chambers County Republican Women
“Proud doesn’t even begin to describe the way we feel,” said Loretta
Emmons, Executive Director of the History Heals Foundation, CoChair for The Wall That Heals - Chambers County and President of
Chambers County Republican Women. “Visiting The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is out of reach for so many people, but this October
we will bring that experience to Chambers County and allow people
to interact with this powerful memorial in their own back yard.”

Loretta Emmons

Emmons said the project started out in an entirely different direction. “But The Wall That Heals can only travel to so many communities each year,” she said. Chambers County is one of only 29 communities in the nation that will have the honor of hosting The Wall
in 2022. San Antonio is the only other Texas Community who will
host The Wall this year.”

Mobile Education Center
Honoring Local Heroes
To supplement the experience of The Wall That
Heals, the 53-foot trailer that carries The Wall
transforms to a mobile educational center providing visitors with additional information about the
war. Importantly, the center also creates two important displays. The first, Hometown Heroes, are
photos of service members who list the local area
as their home of record. The second, called The In
Memory Honor Roll, is a display of photos of local service members who returned from the war
and later died. See image on the left for contact
in-

Continued Next Page

The Wall That Heals cont’d.

Call for Volunteers
Emmons stressed that the October hosting of The Wall That Heals will require hundreds of volunteers.
“This has quickly evolved into a community-wide effort to honor the men and women who have sacrificed so much for our country during the Vietnam Era in this country. We will need hundreds of
volunteers to make this event a success and we are calling on our whole community to make it happen. We formed a non-profit organization and are working closely with all of the veteran organizations in the surrounding communities to make sure that the surviving veterans from Vietnam are given the ‘Welcome Home’ that they never received when they returned from the war,” she said.
Contact Loretta Emmons at lomike98@sbcglobal.net if your organization is interested in learning
more about this very important project.
Here are other helpful links:
https://www.facebook.com/The-Wall-That-Heals-Chambers-County-105778915350359
The Wall That Heals - Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund
https://www.thewallthathealschamberscounty.com/

Mini Nuts ‘N Bolts
TREASURER’S 10 MINUTE TIPS
By

Micheline Hutson

Editor’s Note: the following is part of an occasional
series of Nuts ‘N Bolts tips and advice generously provided by GHCFRW professionals.
Donations are not sales taxable. Sell your items for a donation. Report the donations to the Texas
Ethics Commission.
Don’t fear the Texas Ethics Commission. If you have many donations, investigate uploading an Excel .cvs file. The TEC website has a downloadable sample format that is great for copy and paste.
The commission support staff is ready to help you with the format.
Remember to file IRS Form 8871 when officers change. This secures your status as a 527 organization. If the IRS sends you a letter asking why you haven’t filed Form 990, just return the inquiry with
the “we are exempt” option checked. We are exempt from filing Form 990 because we are a political
organization which reports to the Texas Ethics Commission.
Love your software! Only very small clubs are able to keep the books on paper. Some accounting
programs allow you to scan in your receipts. This helps cut down on the paper chase. Keep copies of
approved budgets and meeting minutes which authorize your expenditures.
If your meeting place does not charge a fee, that is an in-kind contribution. If you must meet a minimum at your meeting place, individual charges are reportable as in-kind contributions. If your club
pays an invoice from your meeting place, that is an expense.
Stay Current. Stay Current. Stay Current. January 10 and July 10 are not the dates to begin. Remember if your club sponsors a candidate forum or event or distributes contributions to candidates, you
must follow 30day/10day before the election day schedule instead of the semi-annual schedule.
Don’t miss a deadline. If you miss a deadline, write a sincere letter begging forgiveness. Plead something other than ignorance. Hopefully, you’ll get a nasty letter and not a fine.
Share audit findings. Every January, have your audit committee meet and present the findings to the
club membership. The form is on the TFRW website. The meeting should not be longer than 30
minutes unless you meet over drinks!
Finally, it’s very helpful to have a permanent commercial address rather than an officer’s home address for reporting purposes. Club bylaws or standing rules may have to be changed to do this.
Micheline Hutson is the Cy Fair Republican Women Campaign Activities Chair and Greater Houston
Council of Federated Republican Women PAC Treasurer. Contact her at mfh67@protonmail.com

CCRW Support for Galveston GOP
Roxann Lewis, president of Clear Creek Republican Women and GHCFRW
Hospitality co-chair, sent along a description of the success of the Club’s support for the Lincoln/Reagan Dinner, an annual fundraiser by the Galveston
County Republican Party.
Significantly, CCRW raised $30,000 on the combined live and silent auctions,
double the amount raised last year. In addition, two $1500 scholarships were
awarded.
Here are some of the people who worked for months to support the event and who gave up sleep as it approached followed by collages from the CCRW newsletter. Congratulations.
Della Brown, CCRW, was event chair.
Roxann Lewis, CCRW, was chair of the Silent Auction Committee.
Laura Gappa, CCRW, was Hospitality Committee Chair.
In addition, the Galveston County Republican Party awarded Roxann Lewis, President of CCRW, the Galveston County Republican Party “Long Haul Award for Volunteering.”

Continued Next Page

CCRW Lincoln/Reagan Dinner cont’d.

The Fort Bend County Republican Women’s
Club presented “A Mother’s Heart” to “celebrate
the heart and service of women in our community.” The event, a luncheon with Adrienne Peña
Garza, chairwoman of the Hidalgo County Republican Party, was a fundraiser to support Fort
Bend County Republican candidates in November.
Front left to right, Ronnye Cowell GHCFRW
District Director SD 7; Adrienne Peña Garza;
Tina Gibson GHCFRW President and District
Director SD 17; and, Jennifer Knesek GHC Social Media Chair.
From left to right at the
“Mother’s Heart” luncheon.
Bobby Eberle Fort Bend GOP
Chairman Elect; Adrienne Peña Garza; Tina Gibson
GHCFRW President and District Director SD 17; and,
Ronnye Cowell GHCFRW
District Director SD 7.

Adrienne Peña Garza, chairwoman of the Hidalgo
County Republican Party. With an impressive
background of activism in conservative causes,
Peña Garza extolls the benefits of volunteerism,
including the tangible and intangible benefits of
service to your community.

News Briefs: Short But Important
Generous Hospitality for Memorial Day Meeting
West Pearland RW, Magic Circle RW, and
Cy-Fair RW provided a bountiful array of fruits
and snacks for for the May 10 general meeting.
Thank you so much for your time and generosity.
Roxann Lewis & Edie Holland,
Hospitality Co-Chairs

Recognizing Merit
We know how tough it is to make additional time for meetings and special
events when time is already at a premium.
That’s why we created these
“Certificates of Recognition” to recognize extra efforts made by different
clubs to participate in GHCFRW activities.

Village RW award for most members attending the Diamond Anniversary luncheon, 40
plus members- GHC VP Programs, SJ Swanson (above left) accepted on behalf of her
club.

Most important, though, remember that
GHCFRW belongs to every member of
every club. We exist to benefit you and
we welcome any level of participation,
great or small.

Certificate of Recognition Awards for most
club members in attendance at the GHC May
meeting. (Center left) Buckley Morlot, President of Magic Circle RW and (center right)
Sherry Peterson, TFRW Region 18 Deputy
President, on behalf of West Pearland RW.
Right, Tina Gibson, President GHCFRW.

Continued Next Page

News Briefs, cont’d.

Above left, Tina Gibson, president GHCFRW cuts 60th anniversary cake at the May GHCFRW general meeting. Above right, a few minutes later. “A party without a cake is just a meeting.”

GHCFRW at the State GOP Convention

RW of Katy

Needville Republican Women

Honor Guard At GHCFRW
American Legion Post 164
Milinda Morris, retired Airforce veteran, member of the Republican
Women’s Club of Katy and the organizer of the GOTV (Get Out the
Vote) rally scheduled for August 23rd, organized an honor guard at the
May meeting of the GHCFRW.
The honor guard are members of American Legion Post 164. Their
names are: Ted Custer, Morrow Krum, Jose Metro, Jose Rodriquez,
James Scoggin, Rick Spacek, Tim Stroud, and Dennis Wells.

We are grateful for your service.
The following is a collage of the moving ceremony.

Continued
Next
Page

Origins of Important Memorial Day Symbol

The following is reprinted from the Braes Republican Women’s Newsletter. We felt the information was valuable enough to share with a wider audience. Our thanks to Milinda Morris for reminding us of the origins of
this important symbol of remembrance and for introducing us to the people responsible for it. The Editor

Airforce veteran and retired obstetriciangynecologist Milinda Morris organized an honor
guard representing five services for a Memorial Day
ceremony at the most recent meeting of the Greater
Houston Council of Federated Republican Women.
Morris is a member of the Republican Women’s
Club of Katy and the organizer of the GOTV (Get
Out the Vote) rally scheduled for August 23rd.
Milinda Morris

The Honor Guard were members of the American
Legion Post 164.
Milinda also gave a moving history of why poppies are associated with Memorial Day here and
on Remembrance Day in the United Kingdom,
Canada, France, Belgium, Australia and New
Zealand.
*****
Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae was a Canadian physician and soldier during the Second Battle of Ypres fought in Belgium in late spring
1915. In that battle a horrifying 87,000 Allied soldiers were killed.

Among the dead was his close friend, Lieutenant Alexis Hannum Helmer, age 23. Of necessity,
the fallen soldiers were buried in the war-torn fields of Belgium. Those bleak fields were covered
with poppies, technically a weed, which grew in profusion over the graves of the dead.
After presiding over the service for his young friend, McCrae was inspired to write “In Flanders
Fields.”
McCrae is pictured on the next page. He died at 45 of pneumonia on January 28, 1918 while on
active duty in France.
Continued Next Page

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Lieutenant-Colonel John
McCrae

Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
Lieutenant Alexis Hannum Helmer

The poem was published in Britain in 1915 and was instantly
embraced by the British public who used the poppy and the poem in a variety of ways, including thousands upon thousands of
church and memorial services.
At about the same time, a University of Georgia Professor Moina Michael, read the poem and was so moved she vowed to always wear the poppy. She began a lobbying campaign for the
poppy to be the acknowledged symbol of remembrance. In
1920, she convinced the Georgia Chapter of the America Legion
followed soon after by the American Legion. On September 27,
1920 the poppy became the U.S. national emblem of remembrance.
*****

Moina Michael
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Greater Houston Council FRW Website
https://www.ghcfrwpac.org/
Texas Federation of Republican Women
https://www.tfrw.org/

Greater Houston Council of Federated Republican Women
2022 Board of Directors
President

Tina Gibson, Republican Women’s Club of Katy RW

st

G

1 VP Programs

S.J. Swanson, Village RW

2nd VP Membership

Amy Byers, Montgomery County RW

rd

3 VP Special Events

Dana Khan, Northwest RW

4th VP Finance

Barbara Tague, Tomball RW

C

Recording Secretary

Mary Sage, Magic Circle RW

F

Corresponding Secretary

Elizabeth Lauzon, Bay Area RW

Treasurer/PAC Treasurer

Micheline Hutson, Cy Fair RW

Immediate Past President

Sophia Mafrige, Magic Circle RW

H

R
W

Standing Committee Chairmen (Voting)
Bylaws

Deb Cupples, Memorial West RW

Campaign Activities

Gayla Baker, Brazosport RW

E

County Chair Liaison

Emely McHattie, Village RW

A

Legislative

Bonnie Foster, Cy Fair RW

Newsletter

Fleury Sommers, Braes RW

Public Relations

Carmen Crenshaw, Magic Circle RW

L

D
E

Special Committee Chairmen Ex-Officio (Non-voting)

R
S

Hospitality

Edie Holland, Bay Area RW
Roxann Lewis, Clear Lake RW

H

Historian

Vanessa Ingrassia, Magic Circle RW

I

Club Liaison

Marga Matthews, Baytown RW

P
Presidential Appointees Ex-Officio (Non-Voting)
Advisor to President

Sherry Peterson, West Pearland RW

Chaplain

Ann Lee, Memorial West RW

Protocol

Betsey Kindred, West Pearland RW

TFRW/NFRW Liaison

Alice Melancon, Montgomery County RW

GOTV

Milinda Morris, Republican Women’s Club of Katy

Social Media

Jennifer Knesek, Magic Circle RW

Parliamentarian

Debbie Cupples, Memorial West RW

Nuts ‘N Bolts

Alice Melancon & Pearl Maggio, Montgomery County RW

Greater Houston Council 2022 Calendar of Events
All General and Executive Board Meetings at
Trini Mendenhall Community Center*
1414 Wirt Rd., Houston 77055
General Meetings 9:30 am – Noon
September 20, 2022
November 15, 2022
Executive Committee Meetings 10:00 am
August 16, 2022
October 18, 2022
For more information go to www.ghcfrwpac.org or contact
President Tina Gibson at ghcprez2223@gmail.com

Victory 2022 Calendar

August 23—GOTV Rally
October 24-November 4 – Early Voting
November 8, 2022 – Election Day
Be sure to RSVP ASAP to Milinda Morris,
milindammd@gmail.com

or
Dana Khan
danak007@gmail.com

Political advertising paid for by GHCFRW. Micheline Hutson, Treasurer, 11007 Wortham Blvd., Houston, TX 77065. Contributions are not federal tax deductible as charitable contributions. Corporate contributions are not permitted. This is not an endorsement of GHCFRW, its President or its Campaign Activities
Chair, only candidate information to help you make an informed decision and get involved with the candidate of your choice.
Solicitations made by federal candidates and officeholders are limited by federal law. Federal candidates and officeholders are soliciting only donations of up
to $2,500.00 and up to $5,000.00 from multi-candidate political committees. They are not soliciting donations in any amount from corporations, labor organizations, national banks, federal contractors, or foreign nationals.

Copyright © 2022 by Greater Houston Council of Federated Republican Women. All Rights Reserved.

Roll Call: GHCFRW Clubs
Angleton RW

Judy Schaefer*

Bay Area RW

Deborah Guitian Roan

Baytown RW

Marga Matthews

Braes RW

Fleury Sommers

Brazosport RW

Pam Mahon

Chambers County RW

Loretta Emmons

Clear Creek RW

Roxann Lewis

Cy-Fair RW

Bonnie Foster

East Montgomery RW

Trish Almond

Fort Bend Republican Women

Angela Hayes Bushnell

Galveston RW

Irene Henry

Golden Triangle RW

Linda Brown

Kingwood Area RW

Joyce Chambers

Lake Conroe RW

Lorena Garcia

Liberty Belles

Dar Kurtz

Magic Circle RW

Buckley Morlot

Memorial West RW

Annette Marek

Montgomery County RW

Alice Melancon

Needville RW

Connie Hall

Northshore RW

Christy Tatum

Northwest Forest RW

Sylvia Manley

RW of Katy

Delia Dibrell

RW of Greater Fish Creek

Rachel Clark

Spindletop RW

Cathy Hidahl

Southeast Texas RW

Pat Greene

The Woodlands RW

Lisa Gilmore

The Yellow Rose of Texas RW

Kay Tyner

Tomball RW

Barbara Tague

Village RW

Julie Jaehne

Walker County RW

Renee Lunsford

West Pearland RW

Mopsie Thornborrow

*Club Presidents

